
 
 
 

 
I remember… a speech by a graduate of Laura Jeffrey Academy 

 

 

I remember the summer before Laura Jeffrey Academy opened. I remember 

meeting other prospective students and talking to the few teachers that had been hired. 

Recruiting Friends. Ordering uniforms. 

I spent four years of my life as a student at LJA, and I am so proud to say that. In 

my time there, I didn’t just learn about math and science and English and art, but also 

about life. I learned to be a citizen of the world. I loved our discussions, in class and after 

school and during lunch, with or without teachers or structure. At LJA, I learned to 

discuss and debate and think critically. We talked about race and prejudice, gender roles, 

politics, history, philosophy. Our teachers were never afraid of controversial or difficult 

subjects. They never condescended to us or simplified topics just because we weren’t old 

enough to drink or vote or drive. They had confidence we could handle it. I am so grateful 

for that. By believing in us, they taught us to believe in ourselves. 

At LJA I learned about the role gender plays in my life as a young woman 

growing up in the 21st century. From age ten, I participated in discussions about issues 

facing girls and women today. I got to learn how women play a role in history and science 

and engineering and politics. Every day, I was newly inspired by someone to change 

something about the world and make it a better place for girls. 

This fall, in my first weeks at a huge urban high school, me and another LJA girl 

took first in a paper helicopter contest in Physics. Without even realizing it we used the 

engineering process that had been drilled into us constantly at LJA. We shared an 

unspoken goal; we were determined to prove that girls can be good at science. It makes 

me really sad to notice how girls in so many of my classes just sit back and stay quiet, 

how they don’t answer questions or participate actively. And it also makes me really 

grateful that LJA helped me avoid that trap, and instead pushed me to become a smarter, 

stronger, and more independent girl. 
 

                                                                            ~’12 Graduate of LJA 


